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See Instructions
UNSOLICITED IDEAS 
To Be Completed By Submitting Person or Organization

	1.  Individual or Organization Submitting Idea:
	

	Contact Person: 
	
	Submittal Date:
	

	Mailing Address:

	
	Phone Number:  
	

	E-mail Address:


	


**By submitting this idea to TCDD, the organization and/or individual understands that other organizations may use this idea, with or without giving credit to the submitter.**
Ideas must not exceed one page, and the font must not be smaller than 12 pt.
	2. Background & Statement of Need:  What is the problem or issue?  

	

	3. Description of Idea: What would solve this problem or address this issue?  

	

	4. Demographics:  What group or groups of people would this help?  

	

	5. Possible Partners:  What kinds of organizations or people could help to solve this problem?

	


UNSOLICITED IDEAS – BACKGROUND AND INSTRUCTIONS
About TCDD’s Unsolicited Ideas Process:

The Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities (TCDD) welcomes creative ideas to address the Goals and Objectives in the TCDD State Plan.  Organizations or individuals may submit ideas at any time.  A Sub-Committee of the Council will review these at least twice a year and may recommend developing the idea into specific activities that may be implemented through:  
· A grant awarded through a competitive Request for Proposals (RFP) process;

· Adding to or changing the activities of a current project;

· Contracting with an individual, organization, or agency;

· Adding to or changing TCDD staff activities; or

· Another appropriate mechanism. 
TCDD prefers ideas or activities that are likely to create lasting change or to establish programs that will continue to exist after the Council’s financial support ends.  TCDD no longer accepts requests for funding for a specific project or activity except those in response to Requests for Proposals (RFPs).  
The Council typically does not fund:
· Operational costs for existing programs 

· Start-up costs for new businesses or organizations

· Buildings, vehicles, or large equipment (such as playground equipment)
· Programs that are not fully inclusive (such as centers specifically for people with disabilities)
· Direct support services 
· Therapy or treatment (including hippotherapy or creative/expressive arts therapies) 

Instructions for Completing the Form:

Answer each of the following questions in one or two sentences (or bullets).  Use 12 point font or larger, and submit no more than one page.  If more detail is needed you will be contacted.  

1.  Name and Contact information.  The person who knows the most about the idea should be listed as the contact.  
2. Background & Statement of Need:  Describe the problem your idea will address.  This should be a barrier or situation that keeps many people with developmental disabilities from being fully included in their communities and exercise control over their own lives. 

3. Description of Idea: Briefly describe what should happen to create the necessary change.  
4. Demographics:  State who you think will benefit most from this idea.  Describe all important characteristics: geographic area; age; type(s) of disability; ethnicity; income levels; education level.  

5. Possible Partners:  If possible, state those types of organizations – or name specific organizations – that might be interested and able to complete these types of activities.  You may include your organization if you wish, however this will not be considered a request for funding for your organization to carry-out the idea.
	For questions, contact: 

Joanna Cordry

Joanna.Cordry@tcdd.state.tx.us 

512-437-5410


	Submit your completed form to:

Jerianne Barnard
Jerianne.Barnard@tcdd.state.tx.us
6201 E. Oltorf, Suite 600

Austin, TX 78741

512-437-5438


